
Considerations for the Senior Farmers' Market 
Nutrition Program 

SFMNP is a federal nutrition assistance program that provides low-income seniors with 
seasonal benefits that can be exchanged for eligible foods directly from farmers, 
farmers’ markets, roadside stands, and community-supported agriculture programs 
(CSAs). CSFP and SFMNP work in tandem to serve the low-income senior population 
and help meet their nutritional needs. Connecting CSFP participants with SFMNP 
creates new opportunities for American farmers to connect with federal nutrition 
assistance programs. 

SFMNP is administered by state agencies, which are responsible for determining 
months of operation, as the program may not be available year-round. SFMNP is not 
available nationwide and, in states where it does operate, may not be available in all 
areas of a state. CSFP state and local agencies may use discretion on when it is 
appropriate to distribute materials and make referrals to SFMNP based on program 
availability. 

CSFP state agencies should coordinate with SFMNP state agencies to access up-to-
date information on SFMNP and determine whether the program is accepting new 
participants within the state. If SFMNP is not available in the applicable area(s) or the 
state’s SFMNP is not accepting participants, then CSFP local agencies do not need to 
provide written information and/or referrals to that program. 

State agencies should contact their respective FNS regional office with any questions 
about this memorandum. 
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